A plasmid cassette system that allows optimization of primers for use in the amplification refractory mutation system.
A plasmid "cassette" system is presented that allows the development of amplification refractory mutation system (ARMS) primers. Primer development may be accomplished even in the absence of appropriate clinical material from patients demonstrating mutated alleles. The use of such cassettes is demonstrated here in the assessment of primers prepared for ARMS analysis of the gene coding for the normal and Z variant alleles of the human serine protease inhibitor alpha-1-antitrypsin.